
WILLOW CREEK DAM 

           Fact Sheet 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
■ Impounds Willow and Norwegian Creeks, located in Madison County, 3.5 miles east of      
    Harrison, constructed in 1938. 
■ Owned by DNRC; operated by the Willow Creek Water Users Association since 1938. 
■ Project consists of: 

   ■ 105 feet-high, 453 foot long, zoned earth and rock fill dam. 
   ■ Uncontrolled ogee crest concrete chute spillway. 
   ■ 60-inch horseshoe shaped 362 foot long concrete outlet conduit. 
   ■ One 54-inch main operating butterfly valve and one 54-inch emergency gate valve. 

■ Storage at full pool is 18,000 acre-feet, covering 885 surface acres. 
■ The Willow Creek Water Users Association has 151 contracts for 11,900 acre-feet of water 
■ The reservoir is a popular recreation site.  The Dept. of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, under a  
     DNRC lease, manages a Fishing Access Site on the west shore of the reservoir .   
 
PROJECT DEFICIENCIES 
 
■ The spillway does not meet current safety standards and is not capable of passing the design  
    flood event.  The outlet conduit also needs to be assessed for deficiencies.  Age related  
    concrete deterioration exists in the spillway wall, floors, and outlet conduit.   
 
 
PROPOSED ACTIONS TO ADDRESS DEFICIENCIES 
 
■  Replace the spillway with a new structure that meets current safety design standards. 
■  Install a new outlet conduit.  
 
Estimated Cost:  $4,000,000 
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